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Group IV: Claim 20, drawn to a first method for detoxifying industrial waste by 
using a first Pseudomonas putida mutant that has arginine at position 
88 in ribosomal S12 gene; 

Group V: Claim 21, drawn to a second method for detoxifying industrial waste 
by using a second Pseudomonas putida mutant that is rifampin 
resistant that has arginine at position 88 in ribosomal S12 gene; 

Group VI: Claims 22 and 23, drawn to a method of increasing toxic waste 
tolerance of antibiotic resistant Pseudomonas putida; and 

Group VII: Claim 24, drawn to a method for detoxifying industrial waste with 
antibiotic resistant Pseudomonas putida. 

Applicants have elected, with traverse, Group I: Claims 1-15, drawn to particular 

strains PERM BP 08462, 08463, 08464, and 08465, to a composition with these strains and to 

methods of using these strains for detoxifying industrial wastes, for fiuther prosecution. 



The M.P.E.P. in § 803 states: 



"If the search and examination of an entire application can be made 
without a serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the merits, 
even though it includes claims to distinct or independent inventions." 

Applicants respectfiiUy submit that a search of all the claims would not impose a 

serious burden on the Office. Accordingly, withdrawal of the Restriction Requirement is 

requested. 

Finally, Applicants note that M.P.E.P. §821.04 states: 

"if applicant elects claims directed to the product, and a product claim is subsequently 
found allowable, withdrawn process claims which depend fi-om or otherwise include 
all the limitations of the allowable product claim will be rejoined." 

Applicants respectfiilly submit that should the elected group be found allowable, the non- 
elected claims should be rejoined. 
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Applicants contend this application is now in condition for examination on the merits 

and early notification of such action is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
Norman F. Obion 
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